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Sociopedia.isa 

“Living Social Science” – a new concept 
 
1. AIMS AND SCOPE 
 
Sociopedia.isa is a new concept in the production and dissemination of knowledge. It 
combines the best of two worlds: the opportunities the internet offers for rapid 
publication and the scientific quality guaranteed by thorough and imaginative editing and 
peer review. While experienced editors and peer review ensure the highest possible 
quality, the internet makes it possible to provide the most recent ‘state-of-the-art’ 
assessments. Sociopedia.isa, then, offers ‘living social science’. 
 
Sociopedia.isa is an online database with ‘state-of-the-art’ review articles in social sciences. It 
guarantees users that the reviews are up-to-date and will be updated on a regular basis. Each entry 
has a discussion section to supplement it.  
 
Sociopedia.isa is an ISA project developed by four founders: Izabela Barlinska, Bert Klandermans, 
Kenji Kosaka and Michel Wieviorka. It is a joint venture of the International Sociological Association 
(ISA) and SAGE. 
 
The founders are the first Editors of Sociopedia.isa and appoint Associate Editors and an Editorial 
Board consisting of senior and junior experts in the field. The Editors solicit entries and subject each 
to a peer review process. All entries in Sociopedia.isa will be subject to a rigorous procedure of 
double blind peer review.  
 
Entries will be included on this basis. They can be submitted by the author or commissioned by the 
Editors. The Editors will ensure that updates are prepared on a regular base. If an author is unable 
or unwilling to provide an update, a new author may be solicited.  
 
To each article an edited discussion section is added, which is open to readers. 
Commentaries will be refereed by the Editors and Associate Editors. Based on the 
discussion, they may ask the author to write an update of his/her entry or they may ask 
another scholar to write a commentary or a separate entry. 
 
2. STRUCTURE OF COMMENTARIES 
 
A commentary should contain several elements. Please structure the commentary in accordance 
with the indicated order. Commentaries that do not meet the requirements will not be taken into 
consideration.  
 
 Some general remarks: 
- Length: a commentary should be between 500 and 1000 words in total, excluding the 

bibliography (see below).  
 



- References should be in Harvard style. Since the commentary is published online, no 
footnotes can be published.  

- Language: The commentary is written in English. Non-native English speakers need to 
make sure that their commentary is written in correct English. It is recommended that non-
native speakers have their commentaries checked by a native speaker.  

- Optional: Copy of the commentary in another language: Sociopedia.isa encourages 
authors to send in a full copy of their commentary in (one of) the two other official languages 
of the ISA namely French and Spanish. The author needs to make sure that such a translated 
commentary is an exact copy of the final version of the English commentary. 
 

 The commentary should be structured in three parts: 
- Title: “Commentary on article “ADD NAME” by “ADD NAME AUTHOR”. 
- 1. Introduction: a short description of what the argument is about of approximately 50 

words. 
- 2. Elaboration of the critique (between 400-900 words). The critique may address such 

topics as: 
2a. Theoretical foundation: critique of the way the field is delineated by the author, or of the 
way theories are interpreted; critique of the scope of the literature cited; or critique of the 
theories discussed.   
2b. Empirical references: Empirical evidence may be incomplete, misinterpreted, or 
irrelevant.  

- 3. Short concluding statement of approximately 50 words.  
 
 Finish up the article with the following two elements:  
- Cite up to 5 references. Optionally, these references may be recommended for further 
 reading. 
- Add a short author biography of approximately 10 to 20 words including the name, 
 location (e.g. affiliation with a university or other institution) and expertise of the author. 
 
 Additional note: Referring to commentaries:  
- If you want to refer to a commentary on a Sociopedia.isa article, please add the 
 following link: http://www.sagepub.net/isa/resources/pdf/Title/Commentary.pdf  
 For example, the commentary on the article “Health and Social Care” can be referred to with: 
 http://www.sagepub.net/isa/resources/pdf/HealthandSocialCare/Commentary.pdf 
 
3. EDITORIAL STRUCTURE  
 
Founding Editors: Izabela Barlinska, Bert Klandermans, Kenji Kosaka and Michel Wieviorka 
 
Managing Editor: Bert Klandermans – Sociopedia.isa.fsw@vu.nl 
 
Editorial Assistant: Anouk van Leeuwen – Sociopedia.isa.fsw@vu.nl 
 
Associate Editors: Henri Lustiger Thaler, Devorah Kalekin-Fishman, Elisa Reis and Arturo    
          Rodriguez Morató 
 
Editorial Board:  
Ari Antikainen      Said A. Arjomand  Marc Bernadot 
Jörg Blasius      Giuseppe Caforio  Mau-Kuei Chang  
Alain Chouraqui     Roberto Cipriani  Ann Denis    
Tom Dwyer      Marcel Fournier  Matthias Gross  
Maria Stela Porto Grossi    Sari Hanafi   Silvia Krumm   
Lauren Langman     William E. Lovekamp Ineke Maas   
Simon Mapadimeng     Susan McDaniel  Kevin McDonald   



Guglielmo Meardi     Melinda Mills  Ishwar Modi    
Valentine Moghadam     Ngan-Pun Ngai  Sandi Michele de Oliveira  
Geoffrey Pleyers     Emma Porio   Paola Rebughini   
Mike Saks      Yoshimichi Sato  Volker Schmidt   
Markus Schulz     Vineeta Sinha  Dennis Smith    
Tina Uys      Gerhard van de Bunt Robert van Krieken   
Jacquelien van Stekelenburg   Edward Webster  Wynne Wright  
 
4. SUBMISSION PROCEDURES 
1. SUBMIT (after having read the Contributor’s Guidelines for Commentaries posed on the webpage  
    of Sociopedia.isa) 
2. REVIEW BY ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
3. ACCEPT/REVISE/DECLINE 
4. CONTRACT* 
5. PUBLISH IN SOCIOPEDIA.ISA 
 
5. ACCESS 
SAGE hosts Sociopedia.isa access which is free to all ISA members. This is benefit of ISA 
membership; access is password protected. Sociopedia.isa will ultimately be a portal to other SAGE 
journals that meet the Editors’ criteria for ‘state-of-the-art’ reviews.  
 
*Contributors will retain copyright in their entry. The ISA will hold the copyright in the editorial 
arrangement of Sociopedia.isa.  
  

 
 
 


